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WHAT  YOU  SHOULD  KNOW 

The  Medical  Assistance  Program  pays  for  nur¬ 
sing  home  care  when  certain  requirements  are 
met.  Approval  of  your  application  under  the 
Medical  Assistance  Program  does  not  guaran¬ 
tee  paymentfor  nursing  home  care  provided  to 
you.  Read  this  brochure  carefully.  It  will  tell 
you  what  you  need  to  know  if  you  want  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid  to  pay  for 
your  care  in  a  nursing  home. 

REQUIREMENTS  FOR  NURSING  HOME 
PAYMENT: 

Screening  Assessment 

What  is  a  screening  assessment? 

This  is  an  evaluation  to  determine  if  nursing 
home  care  is  appropriate  and  necessary  for 
you  and  to  consider  alternatives  to  nursing 
home  placement. 

Who  must  be  screened? 

For  persons  age  21  and  over  entering  in  a  nurs¬ 
ing  home,  a  screening  assessment  from  either 
the  Department  on  Aging  (DOA),  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health  and  Developmental  Dis¬ 
abilities  (DMHDD),  or  the  Department  of  Re¬ 
habilitation  Services  (DORS)  may  be  required. 
Payment  will  not  be  made  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Aid  for  the  first  60  days  in  the  nursing 
home  if  the  person  is  not  screened.  Generally, 
a  screening  assessment  is  required  for  persons 
entering  a  nursing  home  who  are  applying  for 
or  receiving  medical  assistance  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Aid. 

Nursing  home  residents  and  potential  resi¬ 
dents  should  check  with  the  nursing  home  to 
make  sure  a  screening  assessment  was  com¬ 
pleted. 


Hospital  patients  who  will  be  discharged  to  a 
facility  should  check  with  the  hospital  dis¬ 
charge  planner. 

Screening  Assessments  By  Department  On 
Aging,  Department  Of  Mental  Health  And  De¬ 
velopmental  Disabilities,  Department  Of  Re¬ 
habilitation  Services 

Who  should  be  contacted  for  a  screening 
assessment? 

The  nursing  home  you  wish  to  enter  or  your 
hospital,  if  you  are  hospitalized,  should  beable 
to  arrange  for  your  screening.  If  not,  you 
should  contact: 

DEPARTMENT  ON  AGING 

-  is  responsible  for  completing  the  screening 
assessment  for  individuals  age  60  and  over. 
Contact  your  Area  Agency  on  Aging  or  call 
the  toll-free  number  (800)  252-8966. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL  DISABILITIES 

-  is  responsible  for  completing  the  screening 
assessment  for  the  developmentally  dis¬ 
abled  and  individuals  awaiting  discharge 
from  public  or  private  psychiatric  hospitals. 
Contact  (312)  917-2730  or  (217)  782-7393. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  REHABILITATION 
SERVICES 

-  is  responsible  for  completing  the  screening 
assessment  for  disabled  clients  age  21-59 
who  are  not  assessed  by  Department  of 
Mental  Health  and  Developmental  Disabili¬ 
ties.  Contact  the  Field  Office  which  is  listed 
in  the  white  pages  of  your  directory  under 
“Illinois  State  of,  Department  of  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Services”  or  call  the  toll-free  number 
(800)  233-3425. 

The  screening  assessment  is  completed  by 


staff  or  agencies  under  contract  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  Aging,  Department  of  Mental  Health 
and  Developmental  Disabilities  or  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Rehabilitation  Services. 

You  will  not  need  a  screening  assessment  if 
you: 

1)  entered  a  Long  Term  Care  (skilled  career 
intermediate  care)  facility  before  7-15-83 
and  applied  for  Public  Aid  on  or  after  7-1 5-83; 

2)  entered  a  facility  for  the  developmental^' 
disabled  before  11-1-83  and  applied  for 
Public  Aid  on  or  after  11-1-83; 

3)  are  receiving  skilled  pediatric  services; 

4)  are  receiving  sheltered  care  services; 

5)  lived  in  a  nursing  home  for  at  least  60  days 
before  applying  for  assistance; 

6)  transfer  between  nursing  homes  after  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  nursing  home  for  at  least  60  days 
before  the  transfer; 

7)  transfer  from  a  sheltered  care  facility  to  a 
nursing  home; 

8)  transfer  from  a  Department  of  Mental 
Health  and  Developmental  Disabilities  cer¬ 
tified  facility  to  a  nursing  home  in  the 
community; 

9)  transfer  from  a  nursing  home  in  the  com¬ 
munity  to  a  Department  of  Mental  Health 
and  Developmental  Disabilities  certified 
facility; 

10)  have  lived  in  a  nursing  homeforat  least 60 
days  and  then  you  are  absent  from  a  nurs¬ 
ing  home  for  less  than  60  days; 

11)  are  absent  from  the  nursing  home  for 
more  than  60  days  to  receive  medical  ser¬ 
vices,  or; 

1 2)  are  approved  for  placement  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Aid  in  an  out-of-state  nurs¬ 
ing  home. 


PHYSICIAN  CERTIFICATION 

Your  need  for  nursing  home  care  must  be  certi¬ 
fied  by  a  physician  upon  admission  to  the  nurs- 


W  TuW 

C.  3 

ing  home  before  the  Department  of  Public  Aid 
authorizes  payment  for  care.  If  you  are  already 
living  in  a  nursing  home  and  are  now  applying 
for  Medicaid,  your  need  for  nursing  home  care 
must  be  certified  by  a  physician  before  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Aid  authorizes  payment  for 
care.  Payment  will  not  be  authorized  for  nurs¬ 
ing  home  care  before  the  date  a  physician  certi¬ 
fied  your  need  for  nursing  home  care. 

A  physician  must  certify  your  need  for  nursing 
home  care  even  though  you  may  not  be  re¬ 
quired  to  have  a  screening  assessment.  It  isthe 
responsibility  of  the  nursing  home  to  get  you  a 
physician  certification. 

SOME  OF  YOUR  RIGHTS 

Right  To  Receive  Nursing  Horne  Care 

Your  rightto  receive  nursing  homecare cannot 
be  based  on  contributions  to  the  facility.  If  you 
are  eligible  for  Public  Aid,  you  will  only  have  to 
pay  the  nursing  home  the  amount  determined 
by  the  Department  as  your  “group  care  credit 
amount.” 

A  nursing  home  that  isenrolled  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Aid  cannot  require  you  to  move 
from  the  facility  because  you  are  a  Public  Aid 
recipient  or  applicant,  or  are  absent  from  the 
nursing  home  for  10  days  or  less  due  to 
hospitalization. 

Transfers  and  Discharges  From  the  Facility 

You  may  be  involuntarily  transferred  or  dis¬ 
charged  from  a  facility  for  only  the  following 
reasons: 

•  Medical  reasons; 

•  For  your  safety  or  safety  of  other  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  facility;  or 

•  Non-payment  for  your  care  in  the  facility. 

If  you  are  a  recipient,  you  cannot  be  dis- 


charged  because  the  facility  decides  to  stop 
participating  in  the  Medicaid  program. 

Personal  Funds 

You  have  the  right  to  manage  your  personal 
funds.  You  may  keep  $25.00  of  your  monthly 
income  as  personal  funds.  This  money  may  be 
used  or  saved  as  you  wish.  The  facility  must 
have  your  written  permission  to  manage  your 
personal  funds.  If  the  facility  keeps  your  per¬ 
sonal  funds,  you  can  withdraw  it  at  any  time 
upon  your  request.  If  the  facility  has  more  than 
$100  of  your  monies,  it  must  put  the  money  in 
an  interest-earning  account  and  pay  you  in¬ 
terest. 

The  above  are  only  a  few  of  your  rights  which 
are  protected  by  law.  These  rights  and  other 
rights  to  which  you  may  be  entitled  are  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  Illinois  Nursing  Home  Care  Re¬ 
form  Act  of  1979.  You  also  have  rights  which 
are  protected  under  Medicaid  laws. 


For  more  information,  write  to: 

Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid 
Office  of  Public  Information 
100  South  Grand  Avenue  East 
Springfield,  Illinois  62762 
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The  Illinois  Department  ot  Public  Aid  does  not  discriminate 
in  admission  to,  or  treatment  or  employment  in  programs 
or  activities  in  compliance  with  the  Illinois  Human  Rights 
Act,  the  Illinois  Constitution,  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Act, 
Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act,  as  amended,  and  the 
U.S.  Constitution. 
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